Study 09
Fo”owing the King

Studies in Luke's Gospel
Luke 19:1-27

Infroduction

1. Inthe Lord’s prayer we pray ‘Your kihngdom come, your will be done’. In what sense has God’s
kingdom already come? In what sense is God’s kingdom still fo come?

OR...

2. Whatis the task of Jesus' disciples’ today?

Read Luke 19:1-27

Rescue..., vv 1-10

3. Can you identify the ways in which the Zacchaeus episode draws together some of the themes
we've seen in our study of Luke 9-192¢

4. What does Zacchaeus' encounter with Jesus teach us about repentance?
5. What is the significance of Jesus’ words in v. 102!
6. Zacchaeus' encounter with Jesus had a profound impact on him. Nowadays we might

describe it as a ‘conversion experience’. Ask one or two people to share their conversion story
(their ‘Zacchaeus moment’) with the group.

.. not conquest, vv 11-27

In Jewish thought there was a strong link between the arrival of God’s kingdom and the salvation of God’s
people. Jesus talk, therefore, of ‘salvation’inv. 9, and his imminent arrival in Jerusalem, inevitably gave
rise to speculation that God’s kingdom was about to be established on earth. See v. 10. While Jesus’ entry
into Jerusalem would indeed bring about ‘salvation’, it was not going to happen in quite the way people
expected. Jesus was not coming to Jerusalem to conquer the city; he was coming to be crucified in it! That’s
why, inv. 11 and following, Jesus hoses down speculation that God’s kingdom, in all its fullness, is about to
be established on earth. Jesus wants his followers to know that there will be a period of delay until God’s
kingdom is fully established on earth.

7. Take a moment to fill in the table at the end of the page 2.
Many have understood this parable to be about the time between Jesus’ death & resurrection and his return
at the second coming. It is therefore taken to be a warning to Jesus’ disciples about their responsibilities

during the period of the Lord’s absence.

8. If this interpretation is correct what might Jesus be tfeaching us about our responsibilities as his
disciples?

! Jesus’ words are startling. According to popular belief a ‘son of Abraham’ was a righteous Jew who observed the Law. Zacchaeus
clearly didn’t fit this description. What is it that makes Zacchaeus a ‘son of Abraham’. If you have time look up Genesis 15:1-5. Isn’t
it remarkable to discover that Zacchaeus (and us) are heirs of that promise!
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9. What do vv 15 and following reveal about what the noble-man expected his servants to do

with the minas?

10. What could the ‘minas’ represent22 Does the immediate context, or the overall context of
Jesus’ tfeaching in chapters 9-19, provide us with any clues?e3

11. According to Jesus what ought to motivate his disciples to live ‘productive’ lives of discipleship?

12. Who do you think Jesus’ words in v 27 apply fo today24 How might the fruth of this verse shape

the way you live as a disciple of Jesus?

Conclusion

e Thisis our final study from Luke’s Gospel. Spend some time reflecting on how these chapters
have challenged and/or helped you to be the disciple Jesus has called you to be.

Pray it in

* Spend some time praying for one another as you each seek to live as Jesus’ followers.

TO GO WITH QUESTION 7

Character Role in parable

Result/Ovuicome

Who do they represent?

* goes away to become
king, v 12;

¢ leaves servantsin
charge, v 13;

Noble-man « comes back after a
time, v 15;

* holds servants and
subjects to account, vv
16 to end.

* opposed by some, v 14;

Servants

Subjects/enemies

2 One mina was the equivalent of about three months wages.

? This is not the first time Jesus has spoken about ‘stewardship’ in these chapters. Think about the other passages where Jesus has
urged his disciples to be good stewards of what God has given them.

* These are the same people who are mentioned in v 14.
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