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Fo llowing t he K ing 
Stud ies in LukeÕs Gosp el 

- STUDY 00 - 
 
 
* Pa ges 1 & 2 a re a  b rief introd uc tion to  LukeÕs Gosp el. It is reco mmend ed  tha t you consid er some of the 
ma teria l, if not a ll o f it. Time ma y, o f course, d etermine wha t yo u d o.  

 
 
Introduction  
 
1. What spec ial  p lac e  do  the Gospe ls oc c up y in the  New Testa ment ? If we  were  to 

remove  the m (or the y had  ne ver found  the ir way  into the  New Testa ment ) what  
d iffe renc e  would  it mak e? 

 
 
2. In a c ulture  tha t re lied  he a vily on oral  trad ition, why d o you think the  Gospels were  

written? 
 
 
Read  Luke  1:1-4. 
 
 
3. Why d id  Luke write  his Gospe l? 
 
 
4. What  do  the se ve rses te ll us ab out ho w Luke went  ab out c omp iling  a nd  writ ing  his 

Gospe l? How mig ht  this af fec t the way  we rea d  LukeÕs Gospel? 
 
 
* In a d d ition to  rea d ing Luke 1:1-4 lea d ers ma y wish to  introd uc e their g roup s to  some of the b a ckground  
ma teria l on LukeÕs Gosp el (fo und  on p a g e 1 of the ÔLuke series overviewÕ). 

 

My no tes: 
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LukeÕs Gospel, an overview  
 

 

Luke 1 & 2 rec ord  the  events 
surround ing  JesusÕ b irth a nd  his 
early yea rs. 
 
Luke 3:1 Ð 9:50 foc us on JesusÕ 
ministry in his ho me p rovinc e 
of Gal ilee, in the  no rthe rn pa rt 
of Palestine  (see map ). A key 
the me in the se  c hap te rs is 
JesusÕ ident ity as the  ÔChristÕ. It  
beg ins with JesusÕ own c laim 
in 4:16-21 to  fulfil Isaia h 61 
(rea d  it if you hav e time). The  
d ra mat ic  c limax  to  this sec tion 
c omes in 9:18-22 (ag ain, read  
it if you hav e  time). 

 
Luke 9:51 Ð 19:27 is the  c ent ral  sec tion of LukeÕs Gospel a nd  is set ag ainst the  
bac kd rop  of JesusÕ journe y from Gal ilee  to  Jerusa lem in Judea  (in the  south) . Our 
sermons & Bib le  stud ies this term will foc us on this p art of LukeÕs Gospel. 
 
Luke 19:28 to the end  finds Jesus in Je rusalem, an d  rec ord s the  events lead ing  up  to  
and  inc lud ing  JesusÕ c ruc ifixion, resurrec tion an d  a sc ension. 
 
 
 
LukeÕs ÔTravelogueÕ (9:51-19:27) 
 
 
* Lea d ers ma y wish to  introd uc e their gro up s to  this sec tion of LukeÕs Gosp el b y re ferring to  the sec tion on 
p a ge 2 of the ÔLuke series overviewÕ. As a  minimum lea d ers sho uld  introd uce their group  to  the key theme 
of this sec tion, a nd  the ma in lines of a p p lica tion. 

 
 

My no tes: 
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Fo llowing t he K ing 
Stud ies in LukeÕs Gosp el 

-  STUDY 01 - 
 

Following  the King : rejec tion & c ommitm ent 
(Luke 9:51-10:24) 

 
Discussion sta rters 
* Choose a ll or some of the fo llowing q uestions to  g et d iscussio n sta rted . 

1. Imag ine  a friend  c omes to  you out of the  b lue an d  ment ions that  the yÕd like to 
bec ome a Christian . What  would  you d o o r say ? 

2. Think of an  at hlete , an  ac to r, a  p olit ic a l ac tivist, or any  othe r pe rson you kno w of, 
who  exp resses an imp ressive c ommitment  to a c a use. What  thing s ab out this 
personÕs life  speak  of the ir c ommitment ? 

3. In what  way s do  (ought?) Christ ia ns express the ir c ommitment to  Christ, an d  to the  
c au se  of his kingdom? 

 
¥ Read Luke 9:51 Ð 10:24 
 
Following  Jesus b rings real rejec tion (9:51-56; 10:1-16) 
 
vv 51-56 an d  10:1-16 highlight  the  truth that  no t everyone  will ac c ep t Jesus an d  tho se  
who  fo llow him. 

4. Ca n you think of a moment  in your life whe re  you experienc ed  real  re jec tion 
bec au se  of your fa ith in Christ? How d id  it mak e you fee l? What  d id  you d o o r 
think as a  result? 

5. What  was wrong  w ith Ja mes an d  JohnÕs response (v 54) to  the  Sa mar ita ns who 
fai led  to welc ome Jesus?1 

6. Re-rea d  10:5-12. Ac c ord ing  to Jesus how should  his d isc ip les respond  to re jec tion? 
See vv 10-12 in p a rticula r. 

7. In what  way s c an  we Ôp roc laimÕ the  messag e that  Ôthe  king d om of God  is ne arÕ2? 

                                                
1 You could look up 2 Kings 1:10 for the likely background to James and JohnÕs response. 
2 The Ôkingdom of GodÕ refers to the realm or sphere of GodÕs rule. It is an important (perhaps the most important) idea in JesusÕ 
preaching & teaching. Jesus is portrayed in LukeÕs Gospel as the King of GodÕs kingdom. To follow Jesus means becoming a 
citizen of his kingdom, and giving him the allegiance due to a king. 

My no tes: 
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JesusÕ c lear ly sa ys in10:12-16 that  those  who  rejec t the  king d om o f God , an d  Jesus as 
the  King  of God Õs king dom, will fac e the  terrib le real ity of judgement . 
 

8. How well d o the se  words sit with you? Is it  easy to  ac c ep t? Do  you hav e  a ny 
d iffic ulties with this idea ? 

9. What  p lac e does wa rning  peop le of judgement  oc c upy in your speak ing  to  
peop le ab out Jesus? What  a re the  ÔprosÕ a nd  Ôc onsÕ of this ap p roac h to  speak ing  
ab out Jesus? 

 
 
Following  Jesus dem ands real c ommitm ent (9:57-62) 
 
Nestled  between the two  ac c ounts of the  two ÔmissionsÕ is a  series of enc ounters 
between Jesus a nd  some peop le  he  meets a long  the  roa d  to Jerusalem. 
 

10. What  the me b ind s eac h of the se  enc ounte rs toge the r? 

11. As a  who le , what  are the se verses say ing  about the kind  of c ommitment  Jesus 
requires of someone  who  want s to  fo llow him? 

12. How mig ht  the se  verses he lp  us in re lat ion to question 1 on p . 3? 

13. ÔYou c an  no t love wealth a nd  fo llow Jesus Ð itÕs one or the othe rÕ. Disc uss this 
stat ement in re lat ion to your d isc ussion so fa r. 

14. What  thing s in life mak e it ha rd  for us to  fo llow Jesus w ith sing le-mind ed  devotion? 
Tak e  a  moment  to sha re with someone  e lse the  thing  o r thing s in your life  that  
c ompete  with your c ommitment  to Christ. 

 
Pray it in 
 
¥ Think bac k to your d isc ussion of question 2 on p . 3. Tak e  a  moment  to reflec t on 

your c ommitment  to  Christ b y c ompa rison. Bring  your reflec tions to God  in quiet 
p ra yer. 

 
¥ Two o r three peop le c ould  tak e the  op portunity of p ra ying  out loud , asking  God  

to he lp  us a ll bec ome the  d isc ip les He has c al led  us to  be . 

My no tes: 
 

 


