Following the King

Sudiesin Luke& Gospel

- STUDY 00 -

*Pages1& 2are a briefintroduction to Luke®@ Gospel. It isrecommended that you consider some of the
material, if not all of it. Time may, of course, determine what you do.

Introduction

1. What special plac e do the Gospelsoccupy in the New Testament? If we were to
remove them (orthey had neverfound theirway into the New Testament) what
difference would it make?

2. In a culture that relied heavily on oral trad ition, why do you think the Gospelswere
written?

Read Luke 1:1-4.

3. Why did Luke write hisGospel?

4. What do these versestellusab out how Luke went ab out compiling and writing his
Gospel? How might thisaffect the way we read Luke@ Gospel?

* In addition to reading Luke 1:1-4 leadersmay wish to introduce theirgroupsto some of the background
material on Luke@ Gospel (found on page 1 of the Quke seriesoverview.
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LukeOs Gospel, an overview

Luke 1 & 2 record the events
surrounding JesusObirth and his
early years.

Mediterranean
Sea Yy
(known as h V4
the ‘Great Sea) /%

Luke 3:1 B9:50 focuson JesusO
ministry in hishome provinc e
of Galilee, in the northern part
of Palestine (see map ). A key
theme in these chaptersis
JesusQidentity as the @ hristO It
begins with JesusGown claim
in 4:16-21 to fulfil Isaiah 61
(read it if you have time). The
dramatic climax to thissection
comesin 9:18-22 (ag ain, read
it if you hav e time).

Luke 9:51 B19:27 isthe central section of Luke@ Gospeland isset ag ainst the
bac kdrop of JesusQjourney from Galilee to Jerusalem in Judea (in the south). Our
sermons & Bible studiesthisterm will focuson thispart of Luke @ Gospel.

Luke 19:28 to the end findsJesusin Jerusalem, and recordsthe eventslead ing up to
and including JesusCcrucifixion, resurrection and ascension.

LukeOs OTravelogue®:61-19:27)

* Leadersmay wish to introduce their groupsto thissection of Luke@ Gospel by referring to the section on
page 2 of the Quke seriesoverview®Asa minimum leadersshould introduce their group to the key theme
of thissection, and the main linesof application.
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Following the King

Sudiesin Luke& Gospel

- STUDY 0

Following the King: rejection & commitment
(Luke 9:51-10:24)

Discussion starters

*Choose allorsome of the following questionsto get discussion started.

1.

¥

Imag ine a friend comesto you out of the blue and mentions that they@ like to
become a Christian. What would you do or say ?

Think of an athlete, an ac tor, a political ac tivist, or any otherperson you know of,
who expressesan impressive commitment to a cause. What thing sab out this
person@life speak of theircommitment?

In what waysdo (ought?) Christians expresstheircommitment to Christ, and to the
cause of hiskihgdom?

Read Luke 9:51 B10:24

Following Jesus bringsreal rejection (9:51-56; 10:1-16)

vv 51-56 and 10:1-16 highlight the truth that not everyone willac cept Jesusand those
who follow him.

4.

Can you think of a moment in your life where you experienced real rejection
because of your faith in Christ? How did it make you feel? What did you do or
think as a result?

What was wrong with Jamesand John@response (v 54) to the Samaritans who
failed to welcome Jesus??

Re-read 10:5-12. According to Jesushow should hisdisciplesrespond to rejection?
See vv 10-12 in particular.

In what wayscan we @roclaimGhe messag e that @he kingdom of God isne ar®?

Y ou could look up 2 Kings 1:10 for the likely background to James and JohnOsesponse.

2 The Okngdom of GodCrefers to the realm or sphere of GodOsule. It is an important (perhaps the most important) ideain JesusO
preaching & teaching. Jesusis portrayed in LukeOsGospel as the King of GodOskingdom. To follow Jesus means becoming a
citizen of his kingdom, and giving him the allegiance due to aking.

Page 3of 4

My notes:




JesusOclearly saysin10:12-16 that those who reject the kingdom of God, and Jesus as
the King of God@kingdom, will fac e the terrible reality of judgement.

8. How welldo these wordssit with you? Isit easy to ac cept? Do you hav e any
difficultieswith thisidea?

9. What plac e doeswarning people of judgement occupy in your speaking to
people ab out Jesus? What are the (prosGand @onsQof thisap proac h to speaking
ab out Jesus?

Following Jesusdemandsreal commitment (9:57-62)

Nestled between the two ac countsof the two Gnissions®is a seriesof encounters
between Jesusand some people he meetsalong the road to Jerusalem.

10. What theme bindseac h of these enc ounterstogether?

11. Asa whole, what are these versessaying about the kind of commitment Jesus
requiresof someone who wantsto follow him?

12. How might these verseshelp usin relation to question 1 on p. 3?

13. Qou can notlove wealth and follow Jesus it one orthe other® Disc ussthis
statement in relation to your discussion so far.

14. What thingsin life make it hard forusto follow Jesuswith single-minded devotion?
Take a moment to share with someone else the thing orthingsin your life that
compete with yourcommitment to Christ.

Pray itin

¥ Think bac k to yourdiscussion of question 2 on p. 3. Take a moment to reflect on
yourcommitment to Christ by comparison. Bring your reflectionsto God in quiet
prayer.

¥ Two orthree people could take the opportunity of praying out loud, asking God
to help usallbecome the disciplesHe has called usto be.
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