Looking for a Leader

Studies in Samuel and Kings

Warmer upperer:

Here is a group challenge. See if you can name three leaders who began their career
well but ended up as an embarrassment or a failure. What seems to go wrong in
these situations?

The Fall of Solomon

Our last study looked at the rise of King Solomon (for example, see 1 Kings 10:23-25). This
study, sadly, looks at his fall and seeks to learn some lessons from it. Throughout this series
we have seen that there is no substitute for God's leadership. This is never more evident than
when human leaders fail.

Read 1 Kings 11:1-13

1. According to the passage, what factors contributed to Solomon's downfall?

2. Looking at verse 2, it appears Solomon thought 'love' was more important than
God's rule'. What is our culture's view on this matter? Which do you think is most
important? Do the two (love and God's rules) have to be mutually exclusive?

3. What is the problem with marrying "foreign women?" (see verse 2; Deut 7:1-4;
17:17.)

Isn't Solomon too smart to have to worry about this? Isn't Solomon sophisticated
enough to avoid being "sucked into" worshiping false gods?*

' Actually the customs of the day indicate that Solomon did not marry all these women for love.
These marriages served to form multiple strategic alliances and diplomatic ties between families,
clans or nations; the women being merely pawns in forming treaties and alliances. For examples of
this see 1 Sam 17:25; 18:17-27; 2 Sam 3:14; 1 Kings 2:15-22; 11:19; 2 Chr 8:11. It is therefore more
likely that only some of these marriages were for 'love'. In Solomon's case, the cynic may see 'love' as
a euphemism.

% See Neh 13:26.
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4. (optional) Is the "foreign women" (and "foreign men") problem still with us today?
Look up 1 Cor 6:14, which is the 'proof-text' often quoted by Christians who say
that a Christian person should not enter into a marriage with an unbeliever’. In the
context of that chapter, Paul is making an appeal to the Corinthian Christians to be
bound ('yoked') to him as their apostle and church leader, instead of others who may
be unbelievers and/or deceivers® (see 1 Cor 6:1-13). Do you think that Paul's
teaching in 1 Corinthians 6:14 establishes a principle in relation to church leadership
that should be transferred to the question of choosing a marriage partner?

5. The problem with Solomon's wives was their influence on Solomon. Who are the
people closest to you with the greatest influence on your devotion to God? Whom
do you influence?

6. Read 1 Kings 11:4-8. What do you think was the impact of Solomon's actions on the
"average citizen?"

7. What does God say will be the consequences of Solomon's fall?

8. (optional) Read 1 Kings 12:1-20 where see the fulfillment of God's word spoken to
Solomon in 1 Kings 11:11-13. Could Solomon really be the 'offspring/son' promised
to David (2 Sam 7:11-16)? Why or why not?

For Prayer

Pray that you will persevere and remain faithful to God in those situations you find yourself
influenced or tempted to 'go with the crowd'.

? Obviously, this only relates to someone contemplating entering a marriage. If you are already
married to an unbeliever, you should continue to love and be faithful to that person. 1 Cor 7:1-17 has
further instruction in these matters.

* It is likely that Paul is referring to so-called 'super apostles' and Judaisers (2 Cor 11:1-6; 12:1-12).
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